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Reflection Questions
1. In what ways have I been shaped by my
own culture?
2. In what ways has my faith been shaped
by my culture?
3. What are the cultural roots of my religious
identity?
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Faith and Culture
• We are all shaped and influenced by the
culture in which we live
• Our faith is shaped and influenced by
culture as well
• Task: to establish a culture within our
educational communities that shapes faith
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Defining Terms
Culture
The way one sees & understands the world

Enculturation
The process by which we learn our own
culture
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Enculturation
We learn
– Values
– Beliefs
– Attitudes
– Behavior

Gradually, over time through
• Instruction
• Observation
• Immersion
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Defining Terms
Acculturation
The way we learn another culture

Assimilation
When one culture is absorbed into another
culture
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Defining Terms

INCULTURATION
The penetration of the Gospel
into a culture
-- the Gospel influences the culture
-- the culture influences our
understanding of the Gospel
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How Is Faith Formed?
• Where Faith Begins (1967)
– C. Ellis Nelson

• Will Our Children Have Faith? (1976)
– John H. Westerhoff III
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Where Is Faith Formed?
• Faith is formed
– In the home
• Parents are the primary catechists in the lives of
children

– In the classroom
• Children are taught the content of the faith through
instruction
• They are taught culture of the faith through the
living of it
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Where is Faith Formed?
• In the school
– Schools are microcosms
• Schools create their own culture
• Schools help students to experience and integrate
values, beliefs, attitudes, behaviors

• In the Community
– Children experience and integrate values,
beliefs, attitudes, behaviors
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Where is Faith Formed?
• Larger society
– Where attitudes, beliefs, values and behaviors
are tested
• Either reinforced or undermined
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Promoting a Catholic Culture
within the School
1. Determine the
– Attitudes
– Beliefs
– Values
– Behaviors

That identify you as an authentically Catholic
School
What sets you apart as a Catholic School?
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Promoting a Catholic Culture
within the School
2. Communicate the Message to Everyone
Connected to the School
• Supporting Community/Parish/Neighbors
• Parents/Students
• FacultyStaff
• Board/Pastor
Everyone must know what you stand for,
and know how that will be lived out
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Promoting a Catholic Culture
within the School
3. Live it 24.7.365
• Every aspect of the school’s life is to be
guided by these attitudes, beliefs, values,
behaviors.
• Reinforced constantly
• Corrections made immediately when
people go off target
• Evaluations reflect these guiding principles
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A Few Things to Remember
• Guiding principles (attitudes, beliefs,
behaviors, values) come from Church
teaching, who you are, and who you
want to become
– Others can help you to identify what to
consider, but each individual school must
determine its own list
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Remember
• Education always has a transformational
element—we take people where they are
and develop a way to help them to grow
into someone new
– Guiding principles set the course and
parameters for how this transformation will
occur
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Remember
• Others won’t be on the same page
– Often a matter of not knowing or
understanding rather than indifference or
opposition

• Plan for getting everyone on board
– Parents/students
– Teachers/Staff
– Pastor/Board
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Remember
• Catholic Identity
– Is a way of life
– Includes outward religious dimensions (Mass,
prayers, crucifixes)
– Includes inward religious dimension
•
•
•
•

Attitudes
Beliefs
Behavior
Values
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Final Comments
Inch by inch, row by row,
Gonna make this garden grow,
Gonna mulch it deep and low,
Gonna make it fertile ground.
Inch by inch, row by row
God bless these seeds I saw
Keep them safely deep below until the rain
comes tumbling down. (David Mallett)
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